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II. A Lettei from the Rewverend Mr. Thomas

Dent, to Sir Edmund King, Kt. M. D. ¢
S.R.S. Concerning a fort of Worms found in
the Tongue, and other Parts of the Body &c.

Leicefter, July2d. 1694,
S TR,

Hope you will Pardon the Treuble of this, besaufe

it will in 2 great meafure f{atisfic you about that
Diftemper upon my Tongue, for which I have fo fately
. had your Advice: The Oblervaticn is very Curious,
and (I belteve) nct ordinery in the way oi your Pra-
Ctice, if 1 tell you, that the chict caule of thole rifieg
Tumors fix'd upos my Tongue, prosceds frum the Dif-
eafc of Worms, concerning which I (hall give you this
fellowing Acccunr.  In Brading Monflieur De la Crofs’s
Memoirs for the Ingesious, ia the Month of Fuly, 1693.
Letter the 30rh. Dedicated to the Honouraple Mr. Fo-
Jeph Ralpbfon, 1 found an Obfervation, which hz has
publithed to the World, concerning the Cure of “this
Dileafe of Worms by one Sarab FHaftings, who was ve-
ry Famous in the Difcovery of them in the Face, Gums,
Toongue ; and which the managed with fuch d:xtrous
Art in_the Operation, that the tcok them out of any
Part affected with a Goofe-Quill. I refer you o Mr.
De la Crofs in the foremention’d place, conserning the
Hiftory i hor Cures 5 one of which being i fome re-
fpeds like to my cale, [ was the more Curicus and (-
licitous to enquire out, if there were any of the Worn
Doctreffes now in being; and hearing of ont Famoas
at Leiceffer, 1 was refoived to write to her, deferibing
all the Symptoms as plain as 1 could explain them: to

which T had a rciurn, sine the believed my Difink o
1.
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be Worms; and being refolved to try the Experiment,
I took Coach for Leicefter, where being come, my Do-
Greels (Mrs. French by Namz ) no {coner infpected the
Place, but inftantly declared her Opinion, that the Di-
{temper proceeded from Worms.  The next day fhe
fcll upen her Operation, which was performed in the
Prefence of two Aldermen of the Town, Mr. Gidés,
my Lord of Derby’s Chaphin, and feveral others, when
piereing the Part atfected with a Lancet, fke drew fomc
Biood, ad foon after with a (mall Spatula, and another
{nftrument with which fhe opened the Orifices, fhe
pick’d out five or fix Worms at a rime, fome of which
I have here fent to you for your more Curious Obfer-
vation. She plainly {hewed them to the Speétators as
they came out of the Fleth; they were ail alive, and
moved their Heads, fomewhat lefler than Ordinar

Maggots. I can tell you, that in lefs than Eight days
fhe took out of my Tongue more than an Hundred
Worms, all almoft of the fame bignefs, except two ve-
ry large ones, which ({ke told me) were of a Can-
kerous Produétion: She took more than Thirty out of
my Gums, which laft Operation is her ordinary or daily
Prad&ice ; Perfons of good Note reforting to her from
2ll Parts of the Country thereabouts. 1 was very Cu-
rious to Enquire out what Cures ke had done of " this
Nature ; and I found a very Satisfaltcry Account from
Perfons of fome Quality and Note: And to be thort,
though the Operaticn was very {urprizing, and fo will
{ I {fuppofe) feem to you lacredible, yet neither I, nor
any one prefent could difcover any Fallacy, but all the
plain dealing that Ocular Demonftration can admit of
to prove the reality of the Operatien; which I my felf
faw her perform upon feveral Patients while T was at
Leicefter. I cannot now have time to enter upon a Na-
teral or Philofophical Reafoning about the Narure or
| roduction of thefe Amimals; [ will leave it to your

Ingeni-
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Ingenious Thoughts, and the Enquiries of your Learncd
Society at Grefham. 1 and many others are ready to
atteft the Truth of what I write, nor would I willingly
obtrude an Error upon the World. ‘The Cures the Wo-
man performs in picking out thefe Worms from all Pu-
trefacive Ulcers, Tumors, and Sores, whether in the
Faces, Nofes, Gums, or Tongues of feveral Perfons,
prove, that {uch Animals are generated in thofe Parts,
1 have received fome fenfible good, and hope to have
more Relief by her next Operation; and I do judge it
very fit, that her dextrous Art fhould be more curioufly
enquired into, that it may not be loft, for the benefit
of Mankind ; I have wrote this more at large, becaufe
I know you are ingenioufly Curious in fuch Matters.
You or any others who are Incredulous, may have
more full Satisfadtion from Mr. Newton, a worthy Mi-
nifter of the Town ; and Mr.Goodal, and Mr. Ludlow,
who are two of the chicf Aldermen of the Town:
And (I fuppofe) for a {mall Advantage my DoCtrefs
will be reedy to perform "her Operation, if called to
London; which will be proper for the farther Satisfa-
&ion of the Ingenious, in the Number of which you
will give me leave to continue your Admirer, as I am

with all Refpe,

s IR,
Tour most Humble and
Obliged Servant,
THO. DENT.
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